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— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
Period for Reply ^ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _ MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 



Status 

E Responsive to communication(s) filed on 
[XThis action is RNAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

IE Claim(s)- 



■5 



Of the above claim(s) 
□ Claim{s^ 



I, *S, -7 -if 



Claim(s) - 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are pending in the application. 

is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 (aHd). 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)) 
'Certified copies not received: 

Attachments) 



□ Information Disclosure Statements), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of References) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 
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Art Unit 1714 

DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to the amendment filed October 7. 2002 in which 
claims 2 and 6 were canceled and claims 1 , 5. 7. 9, 1 1 , 1 2 and 1 3 were amended. 

It should be noted that the clean copy and the marKed-up copy of claim 5 do not 

agree. 

The rejection of the claims under 35 USC 112 second paragraph is withdrawn in 
view of the amendment to the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention 

The claim is rejected because it is not understood Clarification and correction 

are required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102/103 

3. Claims 1, 4, 5, 7-10 and 12-13 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Derrick (US 3.893,847) for the reasons of record. 

4 Claims 3 and 14 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Derrick (US 3,893,847) for the reasons of record. 
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Applicant argues that Derrick is directed to iron ore and not coal dust. 

Derrick teaches at col. 3. lines 9-10 that his invention "may be used in the 
manufacture of briquettes from coal dust." Furthermore, it is well settled that a 
reference must be considered in its entirety and is not limited to the preferred 
embodiment 

Applicant argues that Derrick does not teach any of the compounds recited in 

claim 1 

Derrick teaches that his preferred polymers are copolymers of acrylamide and 
acrylic acid or the alkali or alkaline metal salts of these copolymers. Derrick also lists 
synthetically modified starch polymers as preferred polymers. See col 1 , lines 61-67; 
col. 2. lines 1-23. It should be noted that Applicant's compounds are not limited by their 
molecular weights. The claims are silent with respect to the molecular weight of the 
compounds 

Applicant argues that the heat treatment of Derrick would burn and destroy the 

coal 

Derrick teaches at col. 2, lines 65-68 that the "amount of heat treatment required 
to indurate the agglomerates depends in the main upon the nature of the agglomerate". 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706 07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 

CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cephia D. Toomer whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2509. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner s 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 703-306-2777. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-931 0 for regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661 



Cjbphia D. Toomer 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1714 
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January 27^ 2003 



